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members of other religious sects are also permit-
ted to take part. Reverence is paid to the Guni
and Parameshwar and many bhajans are sung in
honour of Parameshwar and Kabfr.

This ceremony which in a measure corres-
ponds to Christian Baptism is known as Tinkb
Arpan. In the Dharm Dass section the candi-
date presents one cocoanut only and one money
offering which must not be less than one rupee.
In the Kabir Chaura section candidates are
required to present no less then sixteen cocoa-
nuts, since they say sixteen sons (S^t) were
begotten of the Word, and with each cocoanut
an offering of mohey which must not be less
then four annas.14 There is another important
difference in the practice of the two sections.
In the Dharm Dass section this ceremony Tinkd
Arpan, may never be repeated, whereas in the
Kabir Chaura section it is performed twice,
once by the candidate's personal Guru and again
by the Head Mahant in the Kabfr Chaura Math.
This difference may in part be accounted for by
the fact that the Mahants of the Kabfr Chaura
section are not supplied with a Rarwdna and
also by the fact that in this section any Bairigf
is authorised to initiate new members.

(14) Of the sixteen cocoanufcs four are broken at the
Tinka Aryan ceremony, six are sent to Maghar, and three are
broken at each of the two Chauka Arti ceremonies in the
months of Phrikgun and BMdon.